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landing of troops at New Orleans, where General Wilkinson was in command without an army, and Jackson was ordered to go down the river and reinforce General Wilkinson.
On the 14th of November, General Jackson issued the following address to the soldiers, the volunteers :
"In publishing the letters of General Blount, the major general makes known to the valiant volunteers who have tendered their services everything which is necessary for them at this time to know. In requesting the officers of the respective companies to meet in Nashville on the 2ist instant, the Governor expects to have the benefit of their advice in recommending the field officers, who are to be selected from among the officers who have already volunteered. Also to fix upon the time when the expedition shall move, to deliver the definite instructions, and to commission the officers in the name of the President of the United States. Companies which do not contain sixty-six, rank and file, are required to complete their complement to that number. A second lieutenant should be added where the company contains but one.
"The major general has now arrived at a crisis when he can address the volunteers with the feelings of a soldier. The State to which he belongs is now to act a part in the honorable contest of securing the rights and liberties of a great and rising republic. In placing before the volunteers the illustrious actions of their fathers in the War of the Revolution, he presumes to hope that they will not prove themselves a degenerate race, nor suffer it to be said that they are unworthy of the blessing which the blood of so many thousand heroes has purchased for them. The theater on which they are required to act is interesting to them in every point of view. Every man of the Western country turns his eyes intuitively upon the mouth of the Mississippi. He there beholds the only outlet by which his produce can reach the markets of foreign nations or the Atlantic States. Blocked up, all the fruits of his industry rot upon his hands; open, he carries on a commerce with all the nations of the earth. To the people of the Western country is then peculiarly committed, by nature herself, the city of New Orleans. to turn up a chance for incidental employment, confident that he could do the rest for himself if he could impatiently  anxious  to  avoid  collisions  with  them.
